
MANAAKI TAHA 

MOANA:  

ENHANCING COASTAL 

ECOSYSTEMS FOR IWI 

Manaaki Taha Moana (MTM) is a research 
programme to restore and enhance coastal ecosys-
tems and their services of importance to iwi/hapu, 
through a better knowledge of these ecosystems 
and the degradation processes that affect them. 

We utilise Western Science and Mātauranga Maori 
knowledge and participatory modelling tools and 
processes to assist iwi/hapu to evaluate and define 
preferred options for enhancing/restoring coastal 
ecosystems. This evaluation of options is assisted 
by innovative IT and decision support tools (e.g. 
digital libraries, simulation modelling, interactive 
mapping, 3D depiction, real-time monitoring). 

Action plans are being produced for improving 
coastal ecosystems in each rohe.  

The research team works closely with iwi/hapu in 
the case study regions to develop tools and ap-
proaches to facilitate the uptake of this knowledge 
and its practical implementation.  

Mechanisms will also be put in place to facilitate 
uptake amongst other iwi throughout NZ. 

What is MTM? 

Research Providers: 

School of  People Environment and Planning, 
Massey University 

 

Taiao Raukawa Trust 

Manaaki Te Awanui Trust 

Waka Digital Ltd 

Cawthron Institute 

DOWNLOAD full copies of  
our FREE publications and 

other toolsets produced in this 
MBIE-funded research 

programme from our website: 

www.mtm.ac.nz 
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